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KON-NICHI-WA! --  and  --  GOOD AFTERNOON!  
              ***(Change depending on the time of the day)***
INTRODUCTION

Thank you for the kind introduction. 
And, thank you for inviting me to share with you my experience during WW-II and the Atomic Bomb in Hiroshima.

First, I wish to qualify the contents of my statements, impression and opinion:
1) I am not a historian.
2) My version may not be the way history may have recorded it, but I just want you to know that I WAS THERE.   And, this is from my experience and, strictly A ONE MAN’S OPINION of a GLIMPSE of the events.  (Trust me, this is not FAKE NEWS.)

WWII was recorded as the worst, brutal and atrocious war in history.
I learned that there were about 70 million people, soldiers and civilians died in that war.

Finally, unfortunately, WWII left us in an “INPERFECT WORLD.  Somebody had to make an “INPERFECT DECISION” to end the war.  
And, that was the ATOMIC BOMB.
Secondly, my speech will cover:
1. Life in Japan during WWII
1 Atomic Bomb
2 Ending of the War
3 Post-War and the American Occupation and Contribution
4 Reflection and Remarks:
· By The Japanese
· By two American Veterans
· By an American Tourist
· And, Rationalization for the atomic bomb by a Japanese professor
------------------------------














My name is Ed Kawasaki
Now, so that you have an understanding of who I am, allow me to share a brief BIO of myself:

1. In 1906, well over a century ago, my parents came to Hawaii as immigrants from Japan.

0. (PP# 2   HAWAII – PARADISE)

1. I was born in Hawaii in 1929, 90 years ago, when it was a PARADISE.  However, that was the year the “STOCK MARKET CRASHED” and the “GREAT DEPRESSION” started.  (But, don’t blame me for it.)

1. In April of 1941, my father took our family to Japan, to care for my grandfather who was very ill and bed-ridden.  The war started.  And, I spent my formative years from 11 years old to 21 years old. 

1. In 1951, I returned to Hawaii.

1. I Graduated from University of Hawaii.  Upon completing my ROTC (Reserve Officers Training Corp) from the university, I served two years in the active duty as a commissioned officer in the 25th Infantry Division, and plus six more years in the 442nd Army Reserve.  Received honorable discharge as Captain.   
1. Then, I started my banking career in Hawaii.

1. In 1967, I was invited to join my boss to open a new bank in Portland, Oregon.

1. My family moved to Oregon and started a new life where I consider my second PARADISE.

(PP#3 --- Oregon Paradise)



1. We have three sons.  They are all DUCKS of University of Oregon and two are married to LADY DUCKS, and one to a LADY BEAVER of Oregon State University.   We have six grandchildren.  My first granddaughter, Kellie Kawasaki, was on the 2012 DUCKS’ VOLLEYBALL TEAM, which you may know that they went all the way to the NCAA championship game, but unfortunately lost to University of Texas.

1.   I describe my life as: from PARADISE IN HAWAII to PARADISE IN OREGON and the UNFORGETTABLE LIFE in-between.

* * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * 

My topic today is on WW-II and the ATOMIC BOMB which may be somewhat gloomy, So, - - - -

On a lighter side, I wish to share:

An old story of three astronauts; an American, a Russian and a  Japanese.  

They were having a friendly drink in a hotel lounge in New York.  Soon, they were feeling pretty good and started their BRAGGING STORIES. 

The American astronaut said, “In the near future, we are flying to the MOON.”
Then, the Russian astronaut said, “We are flying to MARS.”

Finally, the Japanese astronaut said, “We are flying to the SUN.”

The American and Russian astronauts laughed and ridiculed the Japanese astronaut;  --   “Half way to the SUN, the tremendous heat will burn and melt you and your space ship into vapor.”
The Japanese astronaut responded.
AHAAH!  That is where you are not thinking. 
“WE ARE FLYING  --  AT NIGHT!”








· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 


As I proceed with my story, please imagine and picture the description of the events.

· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 












During WWII

Personal Life and Experience:

Students and School

1. My favorite Baseball was prohibited.  WHY?  Because, it was an American sports.

1. In spite of this, English was taught one hour every day.

1. Students’ clothing was clone of military uniforms.

(PP#4  STUDENT CLOTHING  --  (Military style)

1. Students were expected to behave in military style: disciplined, marched in columns, even when we were commuting to school, and, when we meet our teachers and military personnel we were required to salute to them as superiors.
A unique experience was: the STUDENT MOBILIZATION PROGRAM:

1. When we were in the 7th and 8th grades, we went to help on farms, where the husbands and sons were out to war.  They were shorthanded, especially during the planting and harvesting seasons.
1. When we were in the 9th grade, we worked in the military factories, Mondays through Thursdays.      ---  The boys went to the ammunition factories and,   --  the girls went to the clothing factories.   We attended schools, only on Fridays all day, -- and half-a-day on Saturdays.

1. All the middle schools, from 7th through 11th grades, were segregated into boys-only-schools and girls-only-schools.

1. Although, students’ life was tough, we built a very, very strong BONDING OF FRIENDSHIP among us.  I believe it is because of the adversity we all endured together, during the student mobilization tasks. 
 

1. We worked on the farms and in the factories for a couple of weeks and, sometimes, a couple of  months at a time;  Sometimes, away from home, boarding in homes of the village people and Buddhist Temples sleeping right next to each other, night after night.
 
(PP#5  --  To commemorate the “STUDENT MOBILIZATION PROGRAM” and their contribution, 
the PEACE MEMORIAL PARK built a monument)
LIFE OF THE PEOPLE:
FOOD AND MATRIAL-GOODS:

1. Because military was first priority, critical materials were supplied to the military first.  Almost everything was on RATION; especially the food and clothing.

1. Black-marketing was common.  Farmers bartered their food with goods of the city people.

1. Inflation was rampant because food and goods were scarce.  Prices continued to sky-rocket.

1. Fortunately, my family lived in the outskirts of the city, in a fishing and farming village.  Therefore, seafood and some form of staples were comparatively more available than the city folks.  We, occasionally, shared some food items with our friends in the cities. 

5   one of the unbelievable feats was, because of the gasoline shortages, the Japanese engineers were able to convert engines to use CHARCOAL as fuel.  Believe me, the cars, buses and trucks ran on CHARCOAL engines.





FAMILY AND COMMUNITY LIFE:

1. It must have been difficult.  Some families were split.  Many of the younger children from the cities were sent to the relatives in the countryside to avoid the bombings in the cities.

1. Communities: The towns and villages were organized into BLOCK SYSTEM.  Block of 10 to 12 homes was organized in the neighborhood to support each other in case of emergencies and catastrophes like bombing and fires.

1. Crime (such as looting and vandalism) was practically unheard of.  Basically, the Japanese people were well behaved, disciplined and morally strong people.

1. Because my father lived in Hawaii for a long period of time, just as a precaution, he was taken away, and the military police interrogated him for a couple of days for suspicion of may be an American spy.

1. Unfortunately, some of the US Citizens of Japanese-American living in Japan at that time were not treated friendly by the Native Japanese people.  I was fortunate because our village had many relatives who immigrated to America and was sympathetic to our situation.

ATOMIC BOMB:

ON AUGUST 6, 1945

On the day of the Atomic Bomb, I was fortunate to be in a hospital, about 3,200 meters (that is 2 miles) away from the epic center.  I was hospitalized with a ruptured appendectomy.

(PP#6  --  Map of destruction zone)
(Hospital, school and home)

Ironically, my father tried to call one of the top surgeons and his hospital in Hiroshima City when I was diagnosed with appendicitis.  Fortunately, the telephone lines were down that night, and the call did not connect to that hospital.  This was just a few days before the day of the A-Bomb.  Later, we found out that the particular Shima Hospital was located right adjacent to the historical     A-BOMB DOME at ground zero.  WHAT A LUCKY TWIST OF FATE AND MIRACLE!  I sometimes feel as though I am living on borrowed time.

(PP#7  --   Shima Hospital, then and now)
(point out corners of the building)


MY RECOLLECTION OF THE “FLASH -- & -- BOOM!”
Phase 1)
The air raid siren sounded.  A single -- solo plane passed by.  “It must be a reconnaissance plane”.  So, everybody thought.  The siren sounded for CLEAR.  No one seemed to care.  The second warning of siren sounded.  No one seemed to have paid much attention.

I was resting on my bed next to the window where I had a view of a huge concrete chimney about 25 yards away.

First, there was a bright-bright FLASH.  It reflected against the chimney across from my window with the brightest rainbow colors.  Since my room was on the opposite side where the FLASH came from, I do not recall feeling any HEAT, but   I am sure there must have been.
There was a lapse of a few seconds.  I stood up from my bed to see what was happening.
Then, came the BLAST.  I do not recall hearing the BOOM.  I do not know how or what, but I must have been thrown back onto the bed with the force of the BLAST.  The glass from the windows and doors were all blown out.  I felt blood trickling from my forehead and from the hospital gown.  It was only from the glass shrapnel.
I did not realize at that time that some of the glass shrapnel penetrated and was imbedded in my body.
I must say, the human body is a miracle and amazing.
After the incident, for two to six months later, the body started to reject the glass shrapnel and began to repel them.  They started to resurface up to the skin.  As I squeezed them out with my finger nail, it was painful.  However, compared to the other victims suffering, it was nothing.

The nurses came around to the rooms and instructed us to proceed to the crude bomb shelter outside the building.  On the way to the shelter, the so-called mushroom cloud was still small and low at the horizon.  I saw the silver bomber flying away silhouetted against the bright blue sky.  

The patients who were sunbathing outside had minor burns.

Another girl patient from across the hallway and I were the only ones in the bomb shelter.  After a while, it was quiet.  We were walking back to the building.  We saw that the hospital building was standing but severely damaged.  The glass from the windows and doors were all blown off.  Some of the walls were dented and cracked.  Many of the roof tiles were blown off.  
At a later date, the people gave the bomb a nickname. They called it PIKA-DON.  - -  PIKA explained the FLASH, and DON was the BOOM.  	

(PP#8  --  PIKA-DON AND IMAGE
(PP#9 – AFTERMATH)
PHASE 2)
The doctors and nurses instructed all the patients to leave the hospital to go home.  I still had the drainage tube in my abdomen.  
One of the nurses cleaned the dressing on my incision and wrapped me with a new bandage.                        
I left the hospital and walked about 2 miles to home, resting several times in between.  I was just clad in a scant casual yukata— a summer kimono.
Just before I left the hospital, I remember witnessing some of the victims approaching the hospital for treatment.  Like you see in many documentary films, some were severely burned and injured.  I saw one of them with their burnt skin hanging from his arms.  We tried to help them usher some of them in to the damaged hospital.  We felt so helpless.
At that moment, no one was aware of how heavy and serious the human casualties were.

PHASE 3)
 Our family home was situated behind a hill about 3 miles from GROUND ZERO.  The damage was limited compared to the hospital.  But, still some of the glass was cracked and broken.  Some part of the walls was dented in.  Some of the roof tiles were ruffled but no drastic damage to the structure of the house.   
Two of my sisters were sick at home that day.  Otherwise, no one in our family was injured.
PHASE 4)

However, unfortunately, one of my cousins died on her way commuting to her middle school.  Her body was not found until a later date.  Her mother (my aunt) and her sisters traced back on her regular route to school to find her.

For this loss, my aunty was very bitter against America for a very long time.  My deceased cousin was the youngest of her five children and also the youngest among all of our cousins.

Though, TIME has a way of healing.  40 years later, in 1985, when my wife and I visited her in Japan, I was happy to see that she did not seem to carry the bitterness against America as she did before. 

PHASE 5)
I was not sure whether it was the radiation effect or complication from it, but, I had total of 5 surgeries over a seven (7) month period before finally recovering back to normal.

On weekly basis, I was required to change the dressing of my incisions.  Each time, on the way to and from the hospital, on both side of the country road, numerous corpses were gathered on piles of woods, which were set on fire.  This was just a crude way of cremation.
On the way home, sometimes, because there were not enough fire to totally cremate the bodies, portion of the head or arms or legs were only half burnt and remained hanging over the ashes.  It smelled awful.  I probably would faint if I had to go through that same road today.


PHASE 6)   
(PP#10 -- A-BOMB DOME 
& PEACE MEMORIAL PARK)

Whenever I visit Hiroshima, I make it a point to drop in at the PEACE MEMORIAL PARK, even for just a short moment.  As I stroll in the museum and in the park along the monuments, many memories are reflected: ---- of my life and of my friends.  As I offered pieces of incense into the incense urn to pray, it always gripped my heart.





On that day of the bomb, in my Ninth Grade class, we lost 17 of our class mates -- out of the class of 250 students.  They were commuting to a military factory, which was located in the middle of the city.  Some of the others received some burns, and were affected by the radiation and became ill, but symptoms were not fatal at that moment.

During one of my visits to Japan, I had dinner with one of my very close friends whom I used to commute to school with every day.  
He reminded me of a story.  My friend was in the Eighth Grade, just one class below us.  
They were on a student mobilization task.  The class was tearing down buildings and houses to create fire-path in the middle of the city.  
Out of their class of 250 students, 215 of them died from the bomb.  Nothing other than – FATE, -- saved 35 lucky survivors in that class.  Twenty five (25) students were in deep holes where the debris was being buried.  Freakily, and luckily, the heat and the blast from the bomb must have passed right above the deep hole and right over their heads.  On that day, my friend was one of the other ten (10) very lucky students who were ill and was absent, at home.


There is a story about what happened which has not been commonly shown or described.

I did not witness this, but I was told.

	(PP#11 – MAP – DELTA WITH 6 RIVERS)

Hiroshima City is built on several deltas with 6 rivers flowing through it, 
and they all flow into the SETO INLAND SEA.  
The level of the rivers rises and recedes with the tide of the INLAND SEA.

Soon after the blast of the bomb, many victims were suffering from the severe heat and burns.  Hoping for relief from the heat and burns, thousands of them dove into the river.  When the tide receded, thousands of bloated and grotesque corps remained rested on the exposed sandy river banks.
 
You can imagine what kind of suffering these victims endured.
· - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The PEACE MEMORIAL PARK always reminds me to pray  --  each time  --   that someday, somehow, the world will be able to enjoy an eternal PEACE.
HIROSHIMA:

Until that day of August 6, 1945, for some reasons, Hiroshima was practically untouched by the conventional bombings.  Other major cities such as -- Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya, Fukuoka  --  were heavily bombed primarily with incendiary bombs which were flammable bombs.  
As you are aware, most of the Japanese houses were built with wood, paper-sliding-walls, and floors covered with straw TATAMI MATS.

The bomb in Hiroshima was estimated at equivalent of: between 15 to 40 kilo-tons of TNT.  It is considered very small compared to today’s mega-ton nuclear bombs.  Nevertheless, the damage and casualties were massive.
 
When it was announced that it was an ATOMIC BOMB, we were told that nothing would grow for at least the next 60 years because of the nuclear radiation.  
Those who walked through the contaminated area will die in a few weeks.  
However, we were relieved to see that, the following spring, the vegetation started to grow back and the flowers started to bloom, even in the middle of the city.



!!! WHY HIROSHIMA?????  

Initially, the primary targets on the list for the atomic bomb were KYOTO #1, HIROSHIMA #2, KOKURA #3 and NAGASAKI #4.

Kyoto #1 was spared because Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of War at that time, wanted Kyoto removed from the atomic-bomb-target list.  
Although Kyoto was a target of considerable military importance, it had been the ancient capital of Japan and it was considered a shrine of Japanese art and culture.  However, then, Hiroshima was ranked at the top on the list of the approved targets.  
Hiroshima had the Southern headquarters and the supply depot for Japan’s homeland army.

Later and afterthought, when the Japanese learned why and how Kyoto was spared, they respected the understanding by the Americans and appreciated that decision.  
Their history and culture have been preserved. 

· * * * * * * * * * * * 




One of my personal goals has always been to personally share some of my experience in Japan with members of my family.  
Therefore, in two different occasions, during the summer of 2001 and in 2007, I accompanied all of my three sons’ families, including my grandchildren to Japan.  
We made sure that we included HIROSHIMA and the PEACE MEMORIAL PARK as one of the high lights of our tour.  
There, all six of my grandchildren had the opportunity to personally offer their string of paper cranes to a SADAKO’s Monument in the park.  

(PP#12 --   SADAKO’S SHRINE)

Sadako was one of the young eleven year old student victims in the BOMB.  During her treatment of leukemia in a hospital, she was told by a nurse that if she folded 1000 cranes from the paper wrappers of her medicine, she will recover and will be able to go back to school with her friends.

(PP#13 – ORIGAMI– CRANE)
[medicine wrapper]

Unfortunately, she did not finish her 1000 cranes, before she passed away.  So, her classmates finished them for her.   Even today, to carry on this tradition, whenever students from all over Japan visit the PEACE MEMORIAL PARK during their excursion, the visiting class will fold strings of 1000 paper cranes for SADAKO’s monument.
I am sure, every hand that folds each paper crane prays for “ETERNAL WORLD PEACE” in mind.





















(ENDING OF THE WAR)

1. On August 14, 1945, the Emperor declared that (quote)  “The war ended, drop your arms, we surrendered.”

1. The people obeyed his message to the tee.

1. This was principally because of the peoples’ traditional respect of the emperor from the past.

1. This was considered the most peaceful post war occupation in history.


(PP#14)  FORMAL SURRENDER ABOARD
 USS MISSOURI)



NOTE:
(The material I will present, hereafter, is just as important or significant as historical information.) 
--------------------------------------



There are two significant names to remember during this phase of history)

(PP #15 --  Truman and MacArthur)

 1	President Harry Truman
1. General Douglas MacArthur

President Harry Truman:

1. For his atomic bomb decision  -----  It has always been a question.  Was it necessary or was it unnecessary -- ?-??   

1. There has been a theory that Japan was defeated long before that bombing of Hiroshima.  And, apparently, the Japanese leaders knew it too.  However, the war in the Pacific Theater continued to be very heavy.  According to the U. S. Military Intelligence report, “During the whole war, not a single Japanese unit had surrendered.”  A guess was, the war would not end for at least another year.

1. Casualties point of view  --  If invasion by American forces took place onto the mainland of Japan, opinion was that, there may have been at least 1,000,000 casualties of the US forces, and maybe MANY—MANY  millions more on the Japanese side.
1. President Truman approved the plan for “OPERATION DOWNFALL” (or OPERATION OLYMPIC) which was the plan for invasion of Japan, with 40% of all American Forces, namely about 4.5 million soldiers, at that time. 

1. The United Nation issued the POTSDAM DECLARATION, which called upon Japan to SURRENDER UNCONDITIONALLY or face total destruction.  ----  Japan refused to surrender. 

1. If you were the President of the United States and the Commander in Chief at that time, WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN YOUR DECISION  -- ?-?-?

1. We were in an “INPERFECT-WORLD”.  Somebody had to make an “INPERFECT-DECISION”, to end the war.  Unfortunately, that was the Atomic Bomb.

· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -







AN ARTICLE IN THE SUNDAY OREGONION, 1/17/99:

On the subject of ATOMIC BOMB, there were responses by two WW-II veterans in the “Letter to the Editor’s Column”:  under the headline, “Japan was trying to surrender”.


One veteran’s quote:

“It is easy for the present-day historians to put faith in what the alleged intentions of the Japanese were 55 years ago.  These historians weren’t there.  Our troops knew about the fanaticism of the emperor’s troops.  They knew homeland would be a fight to death.  Very few Japanese surrendered.  It was against their WARRIOR’S CODE.”

Quote by another veteran was:

“As for me, I was on one of those destroyers (USS Cowell DD547) off the Mainland Japan, and my hero is Harry S. Truman!  If it wasn’t for him I likely wouldn’t be here to write this memo . . . .etc. etc”




General Douglas MacArthur:
1. His title:  Supreme Commander of the Pacific Theater.

1. Probably, he will go down in history as one of the greatest generals of WW-II.

1. He was very knowledgeable of the Japanese people and their culture.

1. The peaceful post war occupation in Japan was primarily credited to him.

1. He requested the US Armed Forces to send only the GENTLEMEN soldiers to Japan as occupation forces.

1. First time in history, soldiers of the occupation forces did not bear arms when they went into towns and cities of an occupied country.

1. Only the MP’s (Military Police) carried arms.  

1. During the American occupation under General MacArthur, America provided four (4) things to Japan, which eventually led the country to enjoy its unprecedented PEACE  and PROSPERITY:
(PP#16) – FOUR THINGS)

The four things were:

1. Assisted in composing a new “CONSTITUTION OF JAPAN”, with DEMOCRACY in mind.  I was told that this Constitution is still in tact and in use.

1. Encouraged a “POLITICAL STRUCTURE”, with a CONSERVATIVE Government.

1. Establish “SECURITY” with the presence of the occupied forces.

1. Assist with “ECONOMIC SUPPORT”, which led to kick-start its prosperity.



· * * * * * * * * * 
{NOTE:  No need to mention.  Only for information if needed.
(Beate Sirota Gordon (secretary to Gen. MacArthur) wrote the section of “WOMENS’ RIGHTS”)}

· * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

REFLECTION OF THE JAPANESE about WW-II:

In 1998, I attended our high-school 50th class reunion in Hiroshima. 
I want to share with you a summary of discussion I had with my classmates in Japan.  They wanted me to relay the following message to America. 
Even today, the generation of Japan, those who suffered through WW-II, but later, had the fortunate opportunity to experience the post-war peace and prosperity, is thankful for the SUPPORT IN THE ECONOMY AND SECURITY that America provided, all these years.  
They are so grateful that America was the one that occupied Japan and not by some other countries.  
At that time, it could have been Russia or may be China.  
The condition of the post-war occupation of Japan and the result may have been very different.

REFLECTION OF AN AMERICAN TOURIST:

In the March 1, 2001 Sunday Oregonian, in the “Travel Section”;  A person mentioned about her travel to Hiroshima and the PEACE MEMORIAL PARK in 1990.

She said: “It was really, really the only time in my life that I’ve ever been ashamed to be an American.  But the people were very forgiving, and it gave me hope about the world.” 
MY COUNTER-RATIONALIZATION to her quote:

1) Do not be ashamed to be an American for it.

2) We all have to realize that “WAR IS HELL”.

3) YES, we could question ourselves whether it was OK or NOT OK to have used the Atomic Bomb on HIROSHIMA and NAGASAKI.

4) But, if you are asked about the Atomic Bomb by a foreigner,  --  As an American,  --  I would say that, “I am sorry that it happened.”

5) “Let us ‘FORGIVE EACH OTHER’--- for the war.”  

6) “Let us all pray for ETERNAL WORLD PEACE.”

7) And then, we should just move on.
-	-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 







I am sure, you all had a time when something bad happened and something went wrong.  
And then, at times,- - after thought, - - you realized and rationalized that - - - it could have been worse.
· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

I wish to take a minute and recite a portion of an article: “ATOM BOMBING SAVED JAPAN” by Professor Mitsuro Muto at the Waseda University.  This was published and translated in 1983.  

“In  an article carried in the August 5 issue of the Journal of the American Medical Association,  Dr Takemi suggested that were it not for the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan’s military leadership (the military government) would have forged ahead with the plans to engage American forces in a suicidal last stand on Japanese soil.  Those Japanese who survived the struggle itself would have faced mass starvation, and the final toll would have been of enormous proportions.

In view of that likelihood, Dr. Takemi feels that the atomic bombing, however morally reprehensible, may actually have saved the Japanese nation.  He also believes that the majority of the Japanese now subscribe to this view.”
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Thank you for allowing me to share my experience with you.
Before we proceed into our QUESTIONS &ANSWERS.
(Whenever we get into the Q&A session, always, there were three questions asked.  So, allow me to answer these questions first.  I am sure they are in your mind, too.)
· - - - - - - - - - - -
QUESTION-1)
How was your feeling about serving in the U.S. Military, after living in Japan during the WWII?

ANSWER -1)
I am a U. S. citizen born in America.
It was my duty, obligation and honor to serve my country. 

Today, it is on voluntary basis to serve in the armed services.  We should, and I, personally, EXTEND MY GRATITUDE AND THANKS FROM MY HEART --- TO ALL OUR BRAVE AND PATRIOTIC VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS.

In my days, it was a mandatory duty and obligation to serve.  You had the choice of being DRAFTED, you can VOLUNTEER or you can enroll in the ROTC PROGRAM.

I crossed the language barrier twice: the first time, going to Japan, and then, crossed the barrier again, when I returned to Hawaii.  


So, at that time, my English was inadequate to pursue any kind of gainful employment.  My desire was to continue with my college education.

Therefore, the captain at the LOCAL BOARD, where we register for the military services, recommended the ROTC program.

I followed his recommendation and I was able to accomplish two things:

1) Fulfill my duty and obligation to serve my country as a commissioned officer, which was an excellent opportunity and experience.  This was a special education by itself.

2) Complete my college education and pursue my future career.

And, here I am, happy as a BIRD, or should I say, happy as a DUCK.

- - - - - - - - - - - -




QUESTION-2)
What made you decide to return to Hawaii?

ANSWER-2)
My aspiration always has been to return to Hawaii.  Hawaii was my NATIVE LAND, where I was BORN and that was my PARADISE.
Then, one compelling push to arrive at the decision to return to Hawaii was, at a FLUKE incident of SUPERSTITION.
I was fortunate to play on a college soccer team which was good enough to play in the national play-off twice; once in Osaka and once in Tokyo.
One evening in Tokyo, four of us team-mates strolled in the 
back-alley of GINZA-TOKYO, the most famous shopping section in Japan.  We enjoyed a bowl of udon-noodle for dinner at a small mini-food cart.
Close by, in the dark alley, there was an old lady sitting at a small round table, who was a palm reading--- fortune teller.  For fun, we all decided to have our palm read.  
It came my turn. And, the old lady took my hand and looked at my palm and said; “Young man, when you have the opportunity, keep on moving EAST.  There, you will find “HAPPINESS and FORTUNE.”  
So, when I moved from Japan to Hawaii, it was a move to the EAST.  The next move was from Hawaii to Oregon, and this was another move to the EAST.
So here I am!

QUESTION -3)
Did you find your HAPPINESS AND FORTUNE like the fortune teller said?
(And now, you are all wondering – YEH –
 what was the FORTUNE?)

ANSWER -3)
HAPPINESS? —YES!

FORTUNE?  -- It depends on how you interpret what FORTUNE is:

62 years ago, back in Hawaii, I was fortunate to be married to a wonderful wife who gave me three healthy sons who were all born in Hawaii.
After moving to Oregon, all of my three sons were able to pursue successful career, and all are married to wonderful wives, and all are leading a life with happy families.

Six of my GRANDCHILDREN make the grandparents very proud:  From the BABY SITTING days to MATURITY --
1) My oldest granddaughter is now a dentist, practicing in Bend, Oregon.    - - - - - (DUCKS’ VOLLEYBALL)

2) Her brother is an “international tax management specialist”, employed with NET-FLIX, in San Jose.

3) Another granddaughter is a successful “event planner” with SOKOL-BLOSSER, a prominent winery in McMinville.

4) The youngest three grandchildren are still in college:

· One grandson is majoring in Electrical Engineering at OSU.
· His younger brother is also at OSU, majoring in Chemical Engineering.
· And, my youngest granddaughter is (here in the audience) majoring in Computer Science and she is an Oregon DUCK.
AND -- THIS IS MY FORTUNE!
And 
WHAT MORE CAN I ASK FOR?

· * ** * *
HOWEVER, ---- ULTIMATELY, ---- MY LUCKIEST FORTUNE WAS THAT: WITH FATE AND MIRACLE, 
I WAS BLESSED TO SURVIVE THE ATOMIC-BOMB!

[bookmark: _GoBack]WITHOUT THIS SURVIVAL, THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NONE OF THESE HAPPINESS AND FORTUNE.

· - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 (USED ONLY AT CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY)
· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(INTRODUCTION
– AT CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY)

First, I wish to qualify my presentation that I am not a historian. 
But, I just want you to know that I was there.
And, this is strictly my ONE MAN’S OPINION.

WWII was recorded as the worst, brutal and atrocious war in history.
I learned that there were about 70 million people, soldiers and civilians died in that war.

Finally, unfortunately, WWII left us in an “INPERFECT WORLD”, and, somebody had to make an “INPERFECT DECISION” to end the war.  

And, that was the “ATOMIC BOMB”.






Addendum to Kyoto saved – Page 21)

PARIS – SAVED

Interestingly, parallel to this KYOTO story, last week, The Oregonian had an article “HOW PARIS WAS SAVED”.

Reportedly, Paris region was occupied by NAZI towards the end of WWII, under the command by NAZI’S GENERAL DIETRICH CHOLTITZ.

General Choltitz realized the impending defeat and Hitler’s derangement.
General Choltitz disobeyed and defied Hitler’s  heated commands:
· To topple the Eiffel Tower,
· Torch Notre Dame and the invalids,
· Blow up the 65 bridges of Paris,
· Turn its museums and palaces to rubble,
· And, shatter the electrical and water networks.

Thanks to General Dietrich  Von Chotitz, a NAZI’S general, secretly  saved Paris.
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